
supporting the University bursary system. Donors may 

contribute directly to the General Bursary fund or they can 

establish named bursary funds through the Foundation.  

A named bursary fund can be established in the name 

of an individual, a loved one, or an organisation. Donors 

can specify who should be considered for their bursaries, 

what disciplines they wish to support and any other 

academic performance conditions that must be met 

to continue providing support to students. We assist our 

donors in identifying students who meet their criteria. 

Once received, funds are administered by the Student 

Funding Division of the University. UKZN Foundation will 

assist in generating progress reports to enable donors 

to measure the success of their benefi ciaries and their 

bursary programme.

Higher Education has traditionally relied on two sources of 

income to keep the doors of learning open. Fees 

supported by Government subsidies have ensured 

that universities deliver on their mandate to provide 

quality education and produce new knowledge 

through research. With increased enrolments at universities, 

more students have access to higher education, however, 

due to fi nancial constraints they are unable to afford the 

escalating fees. Furthermore, the Government budget is 

getting smaller and supporting higher enrolments 

through subsidies is becoming more diffi cult.  The fee 

protests of 2015 and 2016 highlighted the fact that 

higher education is becoming very expensive and is 

adding a hurdle to redressing the imbalances of the past.  

KwaZulu-Natal is comprised of predominantly rural 

communities which experience high levels of poverty. 

The province is among the three poorest provinces 

in the country with more than fi fty percent of the 

population classifi ed as poor. The University of KwaZulu-

Natal is home to more than 42000 students from the 

province. Of the students attending the university less 

than a third are funded, the majority are dependent 

on financial assistance. Many students meet the 

National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) criteria 

and qualify for state funding. However, there are still 

others who fall outside the NSFAS criteria also known 

as the “missing middle” who need to be funded. 

Challenges in Funding 
Higher Education

Universities across South Africa are generating third 

stream income through commercial initiatives, 

research and fundraising to support their operations 

and student funding. The University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Foundation is proactively seeking donations from the 

donor community to “give the gift of knowledge” by 

Establishing Bursaries 
to Empower Students

UKZN can offer various profi le-raising opportunities to 

donors who substantially invest in this project which 

includes: donor plaques, media coverage and publicity 

in reports, articles on the UKZN and UKZN Foundation 

(UKZNF) websites and publications of UKZN and UKZNF. 

This project is classifi ed as Socio-economic Development 

for the purposes of BBBEE scorecard evaluation and is 

Section 18a tax deductible.

Benefi ts for Donors

The UKZN Foundation is seeking strategic partners and donors to establish a bursary fund or to 

contribute substantially to the General Bursary fund of UKZN.

Partnerships

UKZN is home to more than

students from the province

42000




